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Questions and Answers about Dolby SR for 35mm Release Prints 
- Information for Film Production Companies and Distributors - 


What is Dolby SR? 


Dolby SR (Dolby spectral recording) is the new professional recording process that has become the 
logical successor to Dolby A-type noise reduction. Dolby SR not only reduces film and tape noise far 
beyond A-type but also considerably reduces distortion components and improves high- and 
low-frequency headroom. When used with modern analogue recording equipment, Dolby SR can 
yield results equal or superior to current digital recording systems. 


Does Dolby SR make 35mm optical soundtracks sound better? 


Dolby Stereo SR represents a significant improvement in the quality of the 35mm stereo optical 
soundtrack format. With Dolby SR, background hiss is reduced to a level below the ambient noise 
levels found in the best cinemas. In addition, frequency response is extended at high signal levels, 
allowing extreme low- and high-frequency signals to be recorded without distortion; channel s 
eparation is improved due to increased crosstalk rejection; and overall dynamic range is significantly 
improved, especially at the frequency extremes. These combined improvements result in a 
soundtrack that has less background noise and is purer in quality. While the average dialogue is 
at the same comfortable listening level, the soundtrack can now go louder for occasional music and 
effects sequences that need added impact. Quality with this range of volume levels has previously 
only been possible with 70mm magnetic releases. 


How obvious is the improvement to the average cinema-goer? 


With high-quality film material and a state-of-the-art cinema, the improvement with Dolby SR is 
obvious to the entire audience. On the other hand, bad production sound or inadequate equipment 
such as power amplifiers and loudspeakers, or poor acoustics in the cinema, can hide many of the 
improvements. The Dolby Stereo SR soundtrack has specifications adequate to ensure that it will 
never be a limitation to the final quality heard. For this reason, Dolby Laboratories is recommending 
that SR release prints be played in the better quality cinemas. 


Does it help the average film, or only those with special sound value? 


All films will benefit from the lower distortion and noise on the SR releaseprint. This results in 
improved intelligibility of the dialogue. Films with soundtracks that have a wide dynamic range are 
even further enhanced because of the higher peak level capabilities of the Dolby Stereo SR 
soundtrack. 


